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Dear Minister, — s ibind il

Subject ¢ Non-renewal of Memorandum. of ,i:ndor:t_é‘ri_d.tns

we wish respectfully to inform you that' Médecins Sans Frontidres will not
be renewing the Memorandum of Understanding that was signed by you
on behalf of your Government on 1lth Décember 1992 in regard to the
provision of health services for the civillan population of the island of

Bougainville. The reasons for this are ai follows.

A

AB you are aware, Minister, the safaty and _wall-bolng of the civilian
population of the island of Bougsinville have Deen seriously jeopardized
by the armad conflict that is now four years old, All available
information coneurs that their suffering has been axacerbated by the
blockade of the island since April 1990, and by the anarchy that is
apparantly reigning in the non-controlled: gones,

Urgent vital needs, most especially in.the medical sector, have been and
continue to be expressed by all parties concerned, including
representativas of your own Government, the former Interim Government
of North Solomons, the Red Cross, and Ghurch apthorities,
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Aftor more than ons yia:: of activities op B |
. Oh Jougalnvills, al
they have been, wo wish to share with you.thsn,fuuowingb:ti:ig::;g;g :“

Owing to the blockade of the island and.the refusal by your G '
overnment
to permit land access to them, the population in the n?;:n::contronod ZoNnes
of Bougainville, estimated to comprisg spme 30,000 persons, has no accass
to even the most basic medical services. - It (s certain that the lack of
preventive and curative care over the past thrge to four years has

caused elevated death rates in the population, and most especlslly among
the most vulnerable groups such as chidien and pregnant women,

The population lUving in the Care Centres. are also recelving less than
adequate health care owing to logistical difficulties {n the supply of
medicines and the lack of qualifisd parsonnel, aspecially dectors, in
sufficlent numbers. The latter problem isads to extremely expensive

madice] evacuations by helicoptar. Morsover there is an urgent naed to -4
implement an immunizetion programme for. children, a0

A

In recent mouths Mddecins Sans Frontidres staff based both in Port
Moresby and Buka, North Solomons, have redoubled thelt' gfforts to obtain
the necessary accass to these populations. but tha.necessary claarances -
for transport ramain very difficult to recelve and the authorlzation for
full-time operational installation at a Bougajnville site or sites, such as
the needlost Care Centres, has not besn d¢corded. :

Médecing Sans Frontlbres remsins deeply concernsd by the plight of the
civillan population of Bougainville. Neverthaless, the absence of

humanitsrian access for its medical tsamys Jeaves us with no cholce dbut to
decline to renew a Memorandum of Undeystanding which has in fact never
been fully respected since its signing one year ago.

Médecins Sanas Frontidres will communicam_' to its dl,ffqrent international
partners the reasons for it withdrawal from Bougainville, :

vours Sincercly,
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Dr Odile Delacoté 5
Programme Directior _ ‘
Médecins Sans Frontiéres - Paris
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ce Hon. Palas Wingtl, Prime Minlster _
Hon. Paul Tohian, Minister of Defence
Hon. John Kaputin, Minister of Foraign Affalrs
Mr Brown Bal, First Secretary PM
Mr Isasc Ake, First Secretary Heslth
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