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My dear Prime Minister Date

EXPLORATION - NORTH SOLOMONS | ROVINGE

As you are aware, ona of the mogt sensitive issues in North
Solomons Provinhce 8ince Pre-independance days is& the
question of expleration and mining in forth Solomons
Provinne.

The motatorium on exploration in North Solomony Province wag
originally imposed‘ at the request of the North solomens
people until auch tinme ag Provincial Qovernment: detarmined
the province and its beople were ready for turthery
exploratiog,

At some length the Provineial Executive Council has heen
considering the above antl I now write to request that the
moratorium on exploration and mining in  North Solomons be
lifted as per my earlier letter (enclosed) dated 12th
Jahuary, 1989,

This requoct fiop  “ha 40bing ol L  moracteorium 1g
conditional upon our venfure company (Bougainville Resources
Pty Ltd - formerly known as Patana No, 68 pty Ltd) and {ts
Subsidiaries being given breferential exploration righte
over the remaining areas of North Solomons Province
dccording to the five Progpecting Authority Applications
prepared by it and ag Per the enclosed sketch dArawing of the
Province, o

Tt ds  vitally tnportant  that  Anr compaiy - (Bougainvilla
Resoutces Pty Ltd) be given the opbportunity to explore ever
the remaining areas of North Solomens Province ~ This 1s tha
only way the Aspirations of the beople of Nerth 8&wluwons
Pravince can ba addregced,
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The granting of the Prospecting autbiicico ve Buuyalnvilie
Roocout=eq PlLy Ltd will greatly asgist 1in  address a
fundamental prohlem which has beeq bestering in  the
Province for years and affords the people A genuline
opportunity for real andg affective participation {pn tpe
development of their regsoutaceg,

Inteynal gtability sghould Improve  suecl A to  encouraqge
Frovineial Government Lo positively address the mattev nf
the veview of the Bougainvilie Copper Agreement . That
review requires a unified gtand frem both the HNatienal
Governmment and the Provinvldl  Government for it to Dby
Buccessful and tn eVurenma Lhe preblews of 1981.

For the future of North Solomons Province, explovation
ghould commence because of tha need to find nore ore bodies
to maintain coutlnuity after the Fanguna Mine {# depleted.
I believe many Feputable mining houses are capable and
anxious to assist in looking for futupe depnsitsg,

Mational Government heed not be baulked by the fear of
Setting a precedent for othey Provincial Governmentn aneh
that 1ts gontrnl atrar  the minlny poticy framework within
Papua New Guinea is questioned becanse Bougainville is and
Always has beap a Epecial case starting before Independence
and the internal asplrations of the paople of North Solomons.
Provines have to he addressed more closely inh  terms of
national solidarity -« the people of North Solomeng Provinca
have to be happy to he g party to the Sovereign State-of
PNG . '

The National Governmant and Provinciai Government should
feize this opportunity and take the initiative by offering
the people of this province a deaal which will not only allow
genuine exploratjon fn commenge  hnt a deal wheyw Lhey teel
that they 4w lnvolved with pride and dignity and a deal in
which the people feel that they have a vested interest in. _

This may be an arguable point to othets but please note that
the people here wigh to be involved, '

Together, we can turn 8@ hegative situation into a pogitive
Bituation through ensuring that oyp company (Bougainville
Resources pty Ltd) 18 awarded the Prospecting Authoritieg
referred to above,

This will eiegnal a hew direction and give new hopw and
fulEil the 1 ernpaj aspirations of the people of North
Solomone Province whether outgsiders like it or pot. Thig
will create a gsituation condusive to creating peace, harmony
and reconciliating,
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It 1 a4 mattep of urgeut Priorvity 1nhat the Prospecting
Authoritiag SOUght by oyp Company (Bougainville Resources
Pty Ltd) be Awarded immedial:ely. Applications for
Prospecting Authoritjes =~ IoUgh T he current  regulatory
framework Would take ({ime Which in (s Instance g a Lustuyy
We cannot  affepq olrselveg, The  1oyg Period of ({me
1nvolvad under  ouprpwgt apnlicaliyy Procedures wouyjd alao
bermit opponents o orchestrate a deliberate campatgn  af
misinformation which conld Jeopavdige Ul aspirationa ann
OUL venture,

1 guggast that: tha 8olution fau he found Lhrough a_change jp

W | the Mining legulations (Chapte) 195) wherrhy gg& far as

o applications for Prospecting Authoritims related tn the
_ mkmﬁf; North solomong Province, the time Period as prescriped unde;-
PO M 4 the above regulations fop objectiong (Section 69), time gor
' & hear (gection 0}, and sye other Proceduval impedements tq
FA an immediats consideration and graunting of oyp Prospecting

IV Authority dpplication - be mMinimigeqd as far as Possible,

ip{;)V;rEncloged 18  Propegai for Drafting Instructions Lor  youy
consideration, :

V2
\Ejf Wa would furthaey Reek that the Minigter for Minerals 4
Enerqgy allow our company o deal witn the Prnspecting

Authorihies ag bermittaqg undey Section 33 of the Mining Act
(Chaptep 198), ‘

Many Positive benefing will flow from  the Provingial
Governnent ' g involvement in eXplaration over the Yemaining
Areas of  Noytn 3olomong Province. These benefitg Tan he
achieved by beld decisive action,

Your urqent uousidefacion to the above g sinmerely
Fequested,
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