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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
I ! 

CENTRAL DIrTRICT OF CALIFORNIA  

 DIVISION  

ALEXIS HOLYWEEK SAREI, et a1., 

Plaintiff;S, No. 00-11695 MMM AIJx 
I ! 

v. DECLARATION OF GENERAL SINGIROK 
MADE IN OPPOSITION TO RIO 

RIO TINTO, pIc. ef al., TINTO'S MOTION TO DISMISS 

I Defendantj' 

1 I I  

I, Major Genral Jerry Singirok MBE, the former Commander of 

the Papua New GUibea Defence Force, hereby  as  
1. My namefiS Jerry Singirok, and I am the former Commander 

I i 
of the Papua New uinea Deferce Force. The fOllfwing statements areI  

based on my personal knowledge and expertise in matters of PNG 
Ii 

military affairs.1 I 
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2. I was born on Karkar Island, Madang province PNG on 5 May 
I  
, 

1956.1 
I  

3. I first joined the PN1G military on 5 January 1975. Since 

that time I have Jeld the ranks from Second Lieutenant to Major 

General of the PNd Defence Fdrce. To date, I  the highest rank 
I i I 

within the PNG Defience force. i,  
I  

4. In 1989 I was the; oP1rations officer at fhe  of Major  

on Bougainville. Whilst f Wis there I was direclted by 1he  

hierarchy of the ]ilitarY  I was to liase   BeL  

management on any re.qUirernen S that may be  to  with  

the military operltlons. i  
I  

5. I was  back to Bougainville from Australia in 1993  

to take over all 1ilitary: operations on Bouga1nville in!the role as  

Operations Officen, as by, thJn the Bougainville ,rebels had  
I I  I I!  

increased their pnesence o.n Bougainville. i II  

; I I  
6. In 1994 I  became contingent commander of, all  on 

Bougainville. I was  Ito the rank of Lieuitenant Colonel, 

which gave  of i tary operations' in  
I 'I 

7. In 99( I was appoin ed commander and  to the rank 

of Brigadier Genenal,  to devise a  to 
I ;

the Bougainville conflict.. ; 
i  

8 F th t I th b I served as an h"   officer 

of the·PN:rDe::nc1 FO:C:  at all times   the 

matters of this action.1  I 9. The firlt section If this statement  conduct 

and activities I jaw or  participated lin duri?g the 

crisis. The second section on the statement describes the effect 

this litigation hls had  dOUld have on the  of the 
I 'I I ! 
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I  
I  

I  
Bougainville Peace Agreement, based on my information, knowledge 

and belief. 
I I  

Mil.itary <?perluon: 
I  , I I I  

10. The military operations at issue on Bougainville were 
, I I' 

carried out. by the PNGDF and the Royal PNG Constabulary (PNGGC) . 
! Iii  

Though the actions were executed in large part by the PNGDF r the  
I  I! 

actions were undertaken  PNG's private capacity as BCL's joint 
I I I I  

venture partner at the Panguna mine. In short, and for all 

practical purposes'I' the PN,',IGDFlwere the   
I,  I  I I : I 

security force and were ordered by BCL to take action to reopen the 

mine by any means  i I  

11. BeL's d1emand tj reopen the mine by  means Inecessary 

invoked a well-known military command to take all force :necessary 
I ! 

and includes the ordered killing of individuals where necessary to 
I I Iiachieve the objective. 
! I  
I ! I  

12. In addition toldemanding PNGDF involvement, BeL actively 
! I  I! 

participated in tJe combat efforts to quell the upriSing, and reopen 
I I !! 
I I I I the mine. For example, BCL provided the infrastructure and bases 

I I 'I 

for the  including the command post, battalion, J I I I  
headquarters, ess1ntial ht9h-tPeed and mobile corrnunicaiions, and 

troop barracks. 1CL alsol pri ided the IOgistica/1 SUPPoit to store 

and issue combat supplies,  ammunition and gearl BCL 
! . . I! 

provided food and rations_ BCL quartered the troops. BCL provided 
! I ! I  

medical facilitiesI_ BCL PFovilded troop transporti vehiclrs for the  

patrol and combat  BeL provided the ifuel  and  

diesel) for the oferauo+. IBCL also provided +e helifopter.  

which was used a gunship, II the heli-pad and a   pilots  
I ! I  

I to assist in the  operdtions, field  casualty 
I : I I I  
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I I ievacuation, troop "nsertion and extraction, and supply o.f critical 
i ! I  

supplies (e. g. ammuni tion)' to troops in the fields around Panguna.
I ' . I  

1  

13. As the abtions  by the PNGDF were I part of, its joint 
Iii I  

operation with BCL, PNG did not pay for BeL's assistance. 
I  I I  

14. As descr"bed above, based on other forms of assistance 
I
I 

I
I  

and my experience s the P.NG ffi1i1itary commander, it is my opinion 
! ! 

that the PNGDF operations lat Panguna: (1) would not have occurred 
i I I  i wi.. thout BCL's derna' d that I the government take all necessary action . , I I 
! I I I  to reopen the mine; (2) the actions taken were undertaken as the 
i I . I  

private security force for BeL in the joint  venture and 
I I  1  I I  

were not government actions taken to benefit anyone other than BeL; 

and (3) that without  pabticiPation in the  and 
! I! 

planning, no combat operation would have been feasible, Ilet alone 
I I,  

undertaken. The issues underlying the Bougainville conflict never 
" " I I. ! Icountenanced a mliltary s?lutton: they are and rave always been 

matters between the localilianhowners and the mine. 
. I I I 15. BCL lS also the I reason that the naval blockade around 

Bougainville Isla d was uted. Without div61ging Jatters that 
I I I I ,I 

are of a very sensitive nature, the blockade wasl initiaied and 
, I I I r 

sustained, just as other operations were, as a security!measure to  

reopen the mine. n I I  
I I  

16. I was i structed by the Government of the day Ito engage 
I  I· 

I Sandline - a UK based  - to assist in the I militaty 

operations. PNG  sanflinr because although Fhe locll uprising 
had been contained, the mine had not yet been reopened. Again, PNG 

! I I took this action ecause the government and its business partner 
. d . I" i were 1ntereste 1  re-open2ng the Panguna mine toI reap the profits 

. I  I  
that the mine pro luced at! the expense of human lives. I  

, I,  
DECLARATION OF GENERAL SINGIROKIMADE IN OPPOSITION TO  TINTO'S MOTION TO 
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I 

17. The PNGJF refused to increase the  beiig usedI 

1 .'. hagainst the uprising as the  were adequate1y contalnlng t e 
i I! 

. relative threat 0 the ground and any incr.ease WiUld hale been 
I I  !. I • tdisproportionate and resulted in an unethical and lnapproprla e 

continued destrucJion of lddi ional human lives.! Indeed, I called 
,  .1 I 

off the operatlons. I 

18. I realizJd the  operations violated fundamental 
,  I i I I 

human rights and] decided td forcefully evict Sandline II from the 
! I I 

country and opted for a pkaceful solution, with  view to resolving 
i I 

the conflict on BiugainVille.
I, 

I 

I, 
19. My oPiniG>1ns on tre i1mmoral nature of thle sandltne hiring 

and  involvement in Bougainvillle are matters of public record. I am 
. tl f d j h d·lt· 1 h f ..1 th I ..presen y ace w1t se 1. 10n c arges or vOlc1ng eseloplDlons 

and taking action] I  I I 

20. What is less we'll-Known is BeL's invo!vement in the 

Sandline affair. I II 

The Bouqainvi.11e Peace Process: 

21. I am contersant WitJ the Bougainville Peace  and 
'I  II.. d:  h d tid Thh.ave contributed towar s  mllestones reac e 01 ate. e 
I I I  i IBougainville Peace talks ,have concluded successfully_ After some 4 

'I  II 
1years of extensive negot{atiG>ns, the Bougainvilie Peace! Agreement 

, . d '''0 I I I'Iwas slgne on  August  

22. As I undlrstand lit, the litigation  in September 
I  I I 

2000. This was at a crucial stage in the finalization o'f the peace 

process. 
I 

23. I have n t heard any reports that the commencement of the 
I : 

litigation has in any way I prbtracted ,the peace process.[ Further, 
I ! ' the peace agreement  3 objectives that are unaffected by 

. I I 
I I 

DECLARATION OF GENERAL  MADE IN OPFOSITION TO RIO TINTO'S MOTION TO 
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this litigation :   const.itufionallY guarantee a refere'ndum on 
 I II 

Bougainville inde  for 10 to 15 years; ihe grant of 
, d . . 1 I . I tId . ltd If .au.tonomy on  re atln 0 an, enVlronmen an ! orelgn .  I' 

l in the  intervening period; and a plan for  disposal 

of weapons. 
r 

24. In contr st , the! litigation as I undersiand it concerns 

the involvement oJ Rio l'ihto and its affiliates !in the past 

operation of the line andl sUI1porting and rnaintailning thl civil war. 

Rio Tinto has not particikatJd in the peace process and I 

understand they will Ihave no role I to play in the implementation of 
: I 

the peace agreemerot. I 

I 
I, Jerry  declare under penalties lof  under 

the laws 
correct. 

of the united  
 I 

that the foregoing 
I 

is true and 

DATED:  2001, and  _ 
'I I 
















