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MINISTER SEiE BRIGHT FUTURE FOR BOUGAINVILLE

(Statement by the liinister for Territories,
the Hon. C.E. Barnes, IN.P.)

. The bMinister for Territories, iir C.E. Barnes, said in
Port lioresby today that he sees a bright future for the
Bougainville District in New Guines.

“Bougainville's vast cconomic potential would, in time,
meke 1t a major contributor to the economic development of the
Territory of Papua and New Guinea™, Iir Barnes said on his return
to Port Moresby after a three-day visit to Buka and Bougzinville.

"The Distriet's fertilify, its magnificent timber resources
and the possibility of large mining development held out the
prospect of early spectacular progress.”

To ruelise these prospects, the willing cnthusiastic
support of the peoplec would be essentiel znd he had no doubt that
this would bs given., Together with the cfforts of the Administration
and the lMissions and the cconomic leadership of the cstablishced
b%sinuss community, this support would c¢nsure the cconomic future
of the arca.

As dcvelopment progresses, with large scale investment
reinforcing the «fforts of the local people themselves, the
Administration would play its part by continuc¢d work to strengthen
the existing communications, cducation and agricultural extension
s¢rvices.

Mr Barncs said that he was most impresscd with the progress
mad¢ in plenting more coconut palms and cocoa over much of the
District. Indigenous plantings of thuse crops in Buka alone were
expected to be worth more than $2 million by 1971.

The Tonolei projuct, with its plans for esteblishment of
2 new major port, the progressivc harvesting of the arca's large
timber resources and the cxtension of agriculturcs, would cnsurs
balanccd development in southern Bougainville,

Indications of sizeable copper resourcus had attracted
‘a major uxploration e¢ffort by Consolidated Zinc-Rio Tinto of
Australia Ltd., in the Kicto Subdistrict of Bougeinville. This
company hed elready spent loarge sums on the arca ond was preparing
to spsnd more in on «ffort to test the ¢conomics of o major mining
opcration thors.

This exploration zalone had already brought ncew roads
to the arvo ond provided jobs for umore thon 100 indigonous
residonts.  Austrelions cpprociated the wcconomic importance of
such major wining op.rations os those at Broken Hill ond Mt Isc
to the country's wconomic progriss. If the proescnt cxploratory
work nuor Kieta lud to o substontisl mining operotion its offect
on the Territory could be cnormously bounuficiosl ond would duscrve
the support of 21l rusidunts.
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